Year 12 Prep	A-Level Media Studies

(Examples of) Media Forms:			Media Platforms

Newspapers						PRINT
Magazines
Blogs							E-Media (ELECTRONIC)
Aps
Soap opera						BROADCAST
Radio interview
[image: http://blogs.coventrytelegraph.net/passtheremote/2915735-1.jpg]
Films and TV dramas exist in their own worlds (diegeses) and have their own realities.  These may be completely fantastical (Grimm, Harry Potter), may stretch the boundaries of believability (Dexter, Life of Pi) or may strive for realism (The Wire, Eastenders, Before Sunrise).  

In any case, we choose to ‘believe’ in the characters and stories while we’re watching.  We know that the show has been put together by writers and directors and that the people we watch are only acting.  Nevertheless we go along with it and accept their reality in order to enjoy the film.  This is called suspension of disbelief.

[image: http://cdnl.complex.com/mp/620/400/80/0/bb/1/ffffff/3131bd64ec8e6fd8c8475bdbfd0856a2/images_/assets/CHANNEL_IMAGES/POP_CULTURE/2013/01/dexter.jpg]Increasingly, fans are offered pleasures beyond a weekly 26 minutes or two hours on the big screen.  Audiences can now access whole box-sets for download or view films on tablets soon after release. Distributors make full use of viewers’ desire to immerse themselves in the realities of their fictions and fans can be a part of their stories before a film’s release and long after the final credits have rolled.  

[image: http://www.dswilliams.co.uk/dirk%20maggs/media%20pics/SUPERMAN%20DAILY%20PLANET%201990sml.jpg]In print, there may be interviews, reviews, behind-the-scenes features, posters, reports on glitzy premieres and awards ceremonies…

Online, there may be downloadable games, comments boards, reviews, trailers, picture galleries, blogs, competitions…

Broadcast texts may include TV spots, trailers, interviews, soundtracks and clips...
Your Task:

Choose a film or TV drama series (released or first broadcast in the last few years – though it could be a sequel, a remake or the latest season in a long-running drama).

Explore the ways that it is promoted across the MEDIA PLATFORMS.  

This should take the form of an annotated scrapbook.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Find as many different related texts as you can which feature your chosen film/ TV fiction.  


In your annotation of each text, consider the following:To the Media student, “text” can mean any sort of media artefact (see list of forms overleaf) – not just the written bits (we call this “copy”).


· What do the details tell us about target audiences?

· What do audiences like about it?

· What does the text remind you of (does it seem to be 
inspired/ influenced by something else)?

· [image: http://markswill.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/scrap-book.jpg]How is the text accessed (who chooses when and how it’s available: a TV channel, a publisher, the viewer)?

· Who made it?




Your scrapbook will be graded in September and will form the basis of your study for the AS examination.  
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